U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, DC 20530

The Honorable Jim Jordan
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Jordan:

This responds to your letter to the Attorney General, dated July 21, 2023, expressing
continued interest in an individual ongoing criminal investigation and prosecution led by the
U.S. Attorney for the District of Delaware, David Weiss. The Department of Justice
(Department) appreciates the Committee on the Judiciary’s (Committee’s) acceptance of our
offer for U.S. Attorney Weiss to testify at a public hearing before the Committee. The
Department is ready to offer U.S. Attorney Weiss to testify shortly after Congress returns from
the August district work period, as described more fully below.

Across administrations, the Department has long recognized its obligation to protect law
enforcement work from even the perception of political interference, including from Congress. !
Our longstanding principles and duty to take care that the law be faithfully executed require us to
maintain the confidentiality of sensitive law enforcement information and to protect line
attorneys and agents so they can do their jobs for the American people free from improper
political pressures. These concerns are heightened while a matter is open and investigative steps,
prosecutorial decisions, or judicial proceedings are ongoing. At the same time, we are deeply
concerned by any misrepresentations about our work—whether deliberate or arising from
misunderstandings—that could unduly harm public confidence in the evenhanded administration
of justice, to which we are dedicated. The Department, therefore, reaffirms U.S. Attorney
Weiss’s commitment to providing public testimony, consistent with law and Department policy,
to protect these principles.

Your letter refers to assertions made by two Internal Revenue Service investigators
regarding U.S. Attorney Weiss’s authority and asks additional questions about U.S. Attorney
Weiss’s recent letters explaining the scope of his authority. U.S. Attorney Weiss is the
appropriate person to speak to these issues, as he is both the senior Department official

I See, e.g., Letter from Assistant Attorney General Robert Raben to Chairman John Linder (Jan. 27, 2000)
(“Congressional inquiries during the pendency of a matter pose an inherent threat to the integrity of the
Department’s law enforcement and litigation functions.”).
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responsible for the investigation as well as the person with direct knowledge of the facts
necessary to respond to the assertions in which you have expressed interest.

The Department believes it is strongly in the public interest for the American people and
for Congress to hear directly from U.S. Attorney Weiss on these assertions and questions about
his authority at a public hearing. To address these issues, U.S. Attorney Weiss is available to
appear at a public hearing before the Committee, consistent with the law and Department policy,
after the House returns from its August district work period. U.S. Attorney Weiss is available on
September 27, September 28, October 18, and October 19. To be clear, the most appropriate time
for any testimony on these subjects is after the matter is closed, especially under the
circumstances where the matter is pending before a court and subject to judicial supervision, not
to mention legal and ethical bars that limit what the Department can say while the matter is
pending in court. While testimony at this early juncture must be appropriately limited to protect
the ongoing matter and important confidentiality interests, the Department acknowledges your
stated interest in addressing aspects of this matter in the near term, such as U.S. Attorney
Weiss’s authority and jurisdiction to bring charges wherever he deems appropriate.

As the Department has repeatedly stated, we remain committed to working with you to
address the Committee’s expressed interests consistent with the Department’s duties and
policies. We are, therefore, deeply concerned by your notification today that the Committee has
authorized deposition subpoenas for the individuals identified in your letter. Any attempts at
compulsory process are unjustified and premature. The Committee authorized subpoenas less
than a business day after your July 21 letter and before the stated deadline in that letter. It has
been less than a month since the Committee’s original requests, and little more than a week since
the Department responded to that letter on the date requested by the Committee. During a staff
discussion last week, the Department and Committee agreed to continue discussions. Such
discussions would ensure we understand the Committee’s interests and that you understand the
Department’s longstanding approach across administrations regarding such requests, including
those that seek information about ongoing aspects of our work and testimony from line
personnel. We remain available to discuss your interests further.

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by
CARLOS CARLOS URIARTE
Date: 2023.07.24
URIARTE 1525 -0s00

Carlos Felipe Uriarte
Assistant Attorney General
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CC:

The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable James Comer

Chairman

Committee on Oversight and Accountability
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jamie Raskin

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Accountability
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jason Smith

Chairman

House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Richard Neal
Ranking Member
House Committee on Ways and Means

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
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